The Bloody Assize
" My Lord, the words will be enough," said the relent-
less bishop.
But Monmouth had turned his back on him and was
giving something to his servant, and six guineas to the execu-
tioner to do his business well, reminding him that he had
struck Lord Russell three or four times,
He handed his servant several remaining guineas, saying:
" Give him these if he does his work well."
" I hope I shall," said Ketch expectantly.
" If you strike me twice I cannot promise you not to
stir," said Monmouth, and having completed his undressing
he lay down, but then raised himself on his elbow to feel the
axe, saying he feared it was not sharp enough and heavy
enough. Ketch assured him it was both, and so he lay
*down again and gave the signal.
John Verney, who met Lady Gardiner's servant Joseph
coming from Tower Hill, and heard his graphic account of
Monmouth's last moments, almost directly after the axe had
fallen, sends his report of the beastly affair down to his
family at Buckinghamshire. It is not different from the
story told by Dr Tenison to Evelyn and other contemporary
narratives of the wretched business.
" On the scaffold there were four divines, the Bishops of
Ely, Bath and Wells, Dr Tenison, and Dr Hooper, He said
little but answers, and did sometimes turn from them when
they asked him several questions one after another. But he
died very resolutely, neither with affectation nor dejected-
ness but with a courageous moderation. The executioner,
had five blows at him. After the first he looked up, and
after the third he put his legs across, and the hangman flung
away his axe, but being chid took it again and gave him
t'other two strokes, and severed not his head from his body
till he cut it off with his knife."
" This," as Tenison told Evelyn, " so incensed the people
that, had Ketch not been guarded and got away, they would
have torn him to pieces." They tried to rush the scaffold,
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